Saint-Simon                 221 '

people of Versailles crying aloud in the street. The
discourses they held were daring and continual in the
streets and public places; they uttered complaints,
sharp, and but little measured, against the govern-
ment, and even against the King's person; and even
exhorted each other no longer to be so enduring,
saying that nothing worse could happen to them than
what they suffered, dying as they were of starvation.

To amuse the people, the idle and the poor were
employed to level a rather large hillock which re-
mained upon the Boulevard, between the Fortes Saint
Denis and Saint Martin; and for all salary, bad bread
in small quantities was distributed to these workers. It
happened that on Tuesday morning, the 2Oth of Au-
gust, there was no bread for a large number of these
people. A woman amongst others cried out at this,
which excited the rest to do likewise. The archers
appointed to watch over these labourers, threatened
the woman; she only cried the louder; thereupon the
archers seized her and indiscreetly put her in an ad-
joining pillory. In a moment all her companions ran
to her aid, pulled down the pillory, and scoured the
streets, pillaging the bakers and pastrycooks. One
by one the shops closed. The disorder increased and
spread through the neighbouring streets; no harm
was done anybody, but the cry was " Bread! Bread! "
and bread was seized everywhere.

It so fell out that Marechal Boufflers, who little
thought what was happening, was in the neighbour-
hood, calling upon his notary. Surprised at the fright
he saw everywhere, and learning the cause, he wished
of himself to appease it. Accompanied by the Due de